
 

 

 

 

 

31-03-2019 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

We understand that the application from Ashfield Land/Gazeley  for Rail 
Central has now requested a delay asking that the examination should begin in 
November 2019.  We would like to make the following comments. 

 

The whole process of consultation has been totally chaotic from its inception.  
Document availability has been poor  and there have been a number of delays 
of significance already.  Drafts varied considerably from final submissions and 
unless responders had a significant amount of time the enormous quantity  of 
paperwork made it impossible for the lay man to find the changes.  

We believe there are over 550 documents apparently in  no order at all, 
making a logical following of the process impossible. .  As lay people without 
the money of Rail Central or the might of its lawyers any opposition has been 
really difficult and the approach of the application has made this considerably 
worse.  The documents appear to have been thrown together rather than 
carefully thought out and no effort has been made to assist readers in any way.  
Just the opposite.  There is too much information and language is certainly not 
user friendly. 

Rail Central are saying they original studies for Highways and Traffic are the 
reason for requesting a delay.  The most inexperienced reader of the original 
documents could have told them immediately that plans were flawed.  Revised 
traffic plans will take time and should, we submit , have two or three local 
residents as part of the planning process, as they will understand the traffic 
situation far better than planning officers situated elsewhere.   Any future 



traffic plans should be much clearer and more logical and   undergo minute 
scrutiny  before  being examined by the  inspectorate. 

Cynically if this delay is granted Gateway, who are currently undergoing 
examination may  well be complete, Rail Central  delayed,  and any assessment 
of the impact of the two schemes together impossible – meaning Gateways 
examination will not  be adequate at all. 

At the moment  it is almost impossible to assess the effect on the local 
environment,  and  a delay will make this worse (see above).  We feel strongly 
this delay should be rejected. 

Given the total chaos we already have , the numbers of errors, the hurried 
badly written documents and now a delay, it would seem logical that Rail 
Central should be asked to start the whole process again and do it properly this 
time.  Proper consultations, user friendly information, respect for those living 
in the area, concerns for the health and well being of all connected with the 
project are a few of the options that should be considered. 

 

We remain 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Julie Alliott   Ref 20018630 

 

Peter Alliott Ref 20018628 

  




